What do you see as challenges for training the next generation of scientists? Career paths and scientific training in the United
States probably need to evolve to meet current challenges. It is generally agreed that alternative (nonacademic) careers in science should be bolstered, but graduate school and postdoctoral training are getting longer as the bar for achieving a 'successful story' for publication becomes ever higher. Technology development also is acknowledged to be a driver for the biological sciences, but individuals with such interests do not have clear career paths and grant support in the academic system. We also need to consider ways of supporting young academic scientists who are willing to try creative and risky experiments, rather than a safe and guaranteed trail of papers. I am not sure that I have answers to these issues, but I think that it is time to try some 'experiments' in education and not be complacent with the status quo that has been in operation for decades. Do you have any strong views on journals and the peer review system? We need to evolve a path away from the current journal hierarchy. Three journals are glorified for promotions and grants (and you know to which ones I am referring). But there is much more good science than can be accommodated by these journals. This hierarchy and excess demand adds to the stress on graduate students and postdoctoral fellows who feel that they need a publication in one of these 'big' journals to advance their careers. However, the problem is 'ours' as a scientific community, not the journals. We -academic institutions and granting agencies -need a better system for recognizing good science and good people and become less reliant on a 'three journal filtering system'. In spite of the hi-tech approach, the team will set about collecting the thousands of different plants in the same way the Victorians did -by going out and searching for them. Part of the training has involved three expeditions, with the most recent in September, going to the Sagarmatha national park in the Mount Everest region. On these expeditions, each botanist specialises in a particular plant group and gathers specimens.
But already the team are making worrying discoveries. In the picture above, a stand of gentians can be seen in the foreground but to the right, a recent deposit of morraines is visible. Knott believes these deposits are the result of a recent glacial lake outburst flood, which may have occurred because of temperature changes as a result global warming. "It looks like quite a devastating flood," he says.
With growing human pressures on native plant species too, the challenge to document Nepal's present flora is on. 
